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REMARKS 



Claims 1-33 are subject to restriction requirement. Claims 34-42 are new claims. 
Accordingly, claims 1-42 are at issue. 

Regarding the restriction requirement, the Examiner has identified two distinct 
inventions, hivention I (claims 1-1 1) and Invention II (claims 12-33). Applicant elects to 
proceed with Invention I (claims 1-11) without traverse. 

Invention I is stated as having been drawn to a service provider for administering a 



plurality of accounts for a client. New claims 34-42 are believed to provide additional coverage 
of the inventive service provider for administering a plurality of accounts for a client, and as 
such are believed to be properly considered along with elected claims 1-11. Accordingly, entry 
of new claims 34-42 is respectfully requested. 

If the Examiner finds that there are outstanding issues which may readily be resolved by 
telephone interview, he is invited to contact the undersigned at the below listed number. 



May 14, 2001 

120 South Riverside Plaza, 22nd FL. 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 
Phone: (312)655-1500 
Fax: (312)655-1501 



Respectfully submitted. 
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Registration No. 
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34. (New) A method for administering a plurality of accounts for a client in a transaction 
service provider, comprising: 

a) registering the client with the transaction service provider; 

b) collecting and storing personal information from the client in a database of 
client information; 

c) registering a plurality of accounts corresponding to a plurality of service 
institutions and related to the client; 

d) creating a database of client information including personal information, 
account information, and transactional information; 

e) storing account information for a plurality of service institutions in the 
database of client information; and 

f) providing a data connection for use by the client. 
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35. (New) The method of claim 34, further comprising the steps of: 

a) archiving a password corresponding to the chent; and 

b) archiving personal information previously stored on an electronic 
transaction device in the database of client information. 
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36. (New) The method of claim 34, wherein the step of registering a plurality of accounts 
corresponding to a plurality of service institutions further comprises the steps of: 

a) storing account information in the database of client information; 

b) storing transactional information; and 

c) reconciling transactional information received from the client with 
transactional information received from the plurality of service 
institutions. 
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37. (New) The method of claim 34, further comprising the steps of providing access to a 
database of client information to the client and analyzing transactional information in the 
database of client information for a plurality of accounts. 
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The method of claim 34, further comprising the steps of: 

a) designating a portion of the cHent database non-confidential; 

b) analyzing the portion of the client database designated as non-confidential 
for preferences and patterns; and 

c) providing analyzed transactional information to a plurality of vendors. 
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39. (New) The method of claim 34, further comprising the step of providing promotional 
information to the client via the data connection. 



7 



2683-74619 



40. (New) The method of claim 39, wherein the step of providing promotional information 
further comprises assembling promotional information from a plurality of vendors. 



8 



2683-74619 



41. (New) A transaction service provider system for administering a plurality of accounts for 
a client, comprising: 

a) a storage medium configured to store database of client information, 
including personal information, account information, and transactional 
information associated with a client; 

b) a network port configured to communicate with a plurality of electronic 
transaction devices and with a plurality of service institutions; and 

c) a processor, configured to: 

1) receive transactional information from an electronic transaction 
device associated with the client via the network port; 

2) store transactional information received from the electronic 
transaction device associated with the client in the database of client 
information; 

3) receive transactional information associated with the client from 
the plurality of service institutions via the network port; and 

4) store the transactional information received from the plurality of 
service institutions in the database of client information. 
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42. (New) The system of claim 41, wherein the processor of the transaction service provider 
is further configured to reconcile transactional information received from a electronic transaction 
device with transactional information received from the plurality of service institutions. 
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